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Schuler installs state-of-the-art blanking line at thyssenkrupp facility in Silao, Mexico
Produces up to 45,000 aluminum and steel parts per day / Increases annual processing capacity by 70 percent

Göppingen/Silao, XX June, 2017 – The automotive industry in Mexico has been growing steadily in the recent years. To meet this increased demand, thyssenkrupp Materials de Mexico S.A. de C.V. expanded its operations in Silao, Guanajuato, by installing a state-of-the-art Schuler blanking line featuring ServoDirect Technology. It produces up to 45,000 aluminum and steel parts per day and has increased the site’s annual processing capacity by 70 percent (up to 270,000 metric tons).

“thyssenkrupp is proud to be the first supplier in Mexico to offer customers a combined blanking line for carbon steel and aluminum blank processing,” said Olaf Voss, President, thyssenkrupp Materials de Mexico. “The introduction of the Schuler blanking line has ensured we continue to offer customers cutting-edge capabilities to meet their growing needs.”

Since early 2016, the line has been processing aluminum and carbon steel for exposed and unexposed automotive applications, including high-strength steel up to 1,200 N/mm² of tensile strength. Thus, allowing thyssenkrupp Materials de Mexico to meet the automotive industry’s needs for lightweight construction. Ranging from the coil line all the way to the stacker, Schuler supplied all the components, which are precisely coordinated and operated by a single control and safety system.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“When we sought to expand our Silao facility, we needed highly reliable machinery that met our increased capacity requirements,” explained Voss. “With its high degree of automation, Schuler was a natural fit, as its line allows for quick product changes and smooth operation throughout the entire process.”

ServoDirect Technology ensures maximum flexibility and productivity
At the heart of the line is a highly efficient 800 metric ton servo press with energy storage and an output rate of up to 75 strokes per minute. Depending on the type and size of the blank, productivity is increased by up to 150 percent, compared to a blanking line equipped with a conventional mechanical press, thanks to the programmable slide motion. Using optimized slide characteristics, Schuler’s ServoDirect Technology not only ensures maximum flexibility and productivity, but also keeps the wear on dies and machinery to a minimum. In addition, lines using this technology are ideally equipped to process the widest variety of material, such as aluminum or high-strength steels. Even surface-sensitive material can be handled safely on the same line at the highest production rates.

However, a highly productive press is only half the battle. Coil feeding in front, as well as blank stacking behind the press need to be able to catch up: The coil line features a maximum coil speed of 120 meters per minute, and the roll feed with servo direct drive boasts an acceleration of up to 13 m/s². Belt cleaning devices and wipers all along the blanking line reduce cleaning intervals, with separate pairs of rolls for steel and aluminum, including automatic cleaning units with a quick-change system. The “Stop2Drop” stacking system at the end of the line guarantees high part quality without stopping marks and increased output rates for parts wider than 1,500 millimeters. 

Internet
www.schulergroup.com/automation

Caption
Bild1.jpg: Since the beginning of 2016, the Schuler blanking line has been in operation at the Silao facility of thyssenkrupp Materials de Mexico.
Bild2.jpg: Schuler supplied all the components from coil line to stacker.
Please name Schuler as the photo source.




About the Schuler Group – www.schulergroup.com
Schuler is the world market leader in metal forming technology. Schuler offers presses, automation solutions, dies, process technology and service for the entire metalworking industry and lightweight automotive design. Customers include automobile manufacturers and suppliers as well as companies from the forging, household appliances, packaging, energy, and electronics industries. Schuler is the market leader in minting presses and supplies systems solutions for the aerospace, railway and large pipe industries. In 2016, Schuler achieved a turnover of 1,174 million euros. Following the acquisition of die manufacturing company AWEBA and with a majority holding in Chinese press manufacturing company Yadon, Schuler employs around 6,600 members of staff in 40 countries. The Austrian ANDRITZ Group holds a majority share in Schuler.

About thyssenkrupp Materials de Mexico – www.tkmna.com
At its Silao facility, thyssenkrupp Materials de Mexico S.A. de C.V. offers steel blanking and warehousing services for aluminum and steel products in the automotive and aerospace industries. With further locations in Saltillo and Puebla, the combined workforce totals around 450 employees. 

thyssenkrupp Materials de Mexico is a unit of thyssenkrupp Materials NA, Inc., a leading North American provider of production materials and integrated service solutions. With over 2,900 employees, the company has annual sales of 2.4 billion euros and operates in more than 90 North American locations. All in all, the global thyssenkrupp group has more than 155,000 employees in nearly 80 countries developing technologies, products and services for sustainable progress. In fiscal year 2015/2016, thyssenkrupp generated worldwide sales of around 39 billion euros.
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