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Volkswagen relies on TwinServo Technology
Press blanking line from Schuler with a production capacity of 33,000 blanks a day replaces three older machines

[bookmark: _GoBack]Göppingen/Wolfsburg, 04.10.2016 – At Volkswagen's main production facility in Wolfsburg, a press blanking line with TwinServo Technology from Schuler is now in operation. The automobile manufacturer uses it to cut sheets of steel for its entire plant, which are later formed into engine hoods, doors or roofs. The line has replaced three older machines.

The new "Route 20", as it is known internally, produces around 33,000 blanks a day. This represents an increase in production capacity of 25 per cent. In a performance test at the start of August, the system actually produced 52,000 blanks within 24 hours – and there were ten setups during this time.

Thanks to the high availability of the press blanking line, the setup can be performed in under ten minutes ("Single Minute Exchange of Die", SMED). The compact design of the 800 ton TwinServo press at the heart of the line reduces the footprint by around 30 per cent, and the moving bolsters and dies are easier for operators to access.

With fully automatic coil loading, including cutting and moving in, the strip can also be replaced in no time at all. The high-precision straightener prepares the material before the highly dynamic roll feed guides it with a maximum speed of over 200 meters a minute into the blanking press. The sensitive blanks are then destacked using the "Stop2Drop" process. The state of the entire line can be permanently monitored during this time by means of Condition Monitoring. 

Together with the free-standing, fully enclosed sound protection and the servo drives in the pit, the noise level has been more than halved. Further highlights include the user-friendly, modular control concept and the improved workplace safety at the press blanking line.


Image captions
Bild.jpg: The compact design of TwinServo Technology reduces the footprint, and the moving bolsters and dies are easier to access.
Please credit Schuler as the image source.




About the Schuler Group – www.schulergroup.com
Schuler is the world market leader in metal forming technology. The company supplies presses, automation solutions, dies, process know-how, and service for the entire metalworking industry and lightweight automotive design. Customers include automobile manufacturers and suppliers as well as companies from the forging, household appliances, packaging, energy, and electronics industries. Schuler is the leading supplier of minting presses and supplies system solutions for aerospace, rail transport, and large pipe manufacturing. In 2015, Schuler achieved a turnover of 1.2 billion euros. Following the acquisition of die manufacturing company AWEBA and with a majority holding in Chinese press manufacturing company Yadon, Schuler employs around 6,800 members of staff in 40 countries. The Austrian ANDRITZ Group holds a majority share in Schuler.
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