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Major service order from Audi
Schuler to modernize nine tryout presses for premium car manufacturer at its Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm sites

[bookmark: _GoBack]Göppingen/Ingolstadt, March 19, 2014 – The Hydraulic division of Schuler Service has received its third major order within twelve months: the modernization of nine tryout presses for the Toolmaking department of AUDI AG. The lines were supplied in 1998 by press manufacturer Müller Weingarten, which Schuler acquired in 2007.

In addition to a complete retrofit of their electrical and hydraulic systems, including the sealing of all cylinders and various mechanical overhauls, the nine lines with press forces of 1,200 to 2,100 metric tons will also be fitted with completely new safety technology. The time schedule is ambitious: work on the first of six presses at Audi’s main plant in Ingolstadt is due to begin in the middle of this year, and the last of three machines at the Neckarsulm plant is scheduled to start production again at the end of 2016.

Tryout presses are used to test dies prior to series production. This enables a company to reduce cost-intensive downtime of its production equipment. In the case of hydraulic tryout presses, the machine operator can call on the full press force at any time and, if necessary, gently lower the upper die onto the lower die. The interplay between press, die, material, and lubrication is so complex that pure simulation cannot replace the actual tryout process. The dynamics of the equipment in the forming process can be simulated, as can the characteristics of the press drawing systems. 

Audi’s Toolmaking department also supplies other brands of the Volkswagen Group with forming dies and equipment for car body manufacturing. Awards such as the multiple overall victory in the prestigious “Excellence in Production” contest as “Tool-Maker of the Year” underline the company’s leading position among its international competitors. A total of 2,184 employees are currently engaged at the company’s five plants in Ingolstadt, Neckarsulm, Barcelona (Spain), Győr (Hungary) and Beijing (China) – of which 980 in Ingolstadt.


Captions
Bild.jpg: Schuler will modernize nine tryout presses for the Toolmaking department of AUDI AG (picture: Ingolstadt site). 
Please name Schuler as the photo source.




About the Schuler Group – www.schulergroup.com
Schuler is the technological and global market leader in forming equipment. The company offers cutting edge presses, automation, dies, process know-how and services for the entire metal forming industry and lightweight vehicle construction. Its clients include car manufacturers and their suppliers, as well as companies in the forging, household equipment, packaging, energy and electrical industries. Schuler is the market leader in coin minting presses and supplies systems solutions for the aerospace, railway and large pipe industries. In fiscal year 2014, Schuler posted sales of € 1.18 billion. With around 5,400 employees, Schuler is represented in 40 countries and is a member of the Austrian ANDRITZ Group.
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